
 

 
 

100 Great Reads 

Years 5 & 6 

 

 
 

 

Name:  

 

Class:    

 

 

 

 

 

  



1 

 
 

The Nowhere Emporium (s)  
Ross MacKenzie 

 

2 

 
 

Goodnight Mister Tom 
Michelle Magorian 

 

3 

 
 

At the Firefly Gate 
Linda Newbery 

 

4 

 
 

Uncle Montague’s  
Tales of Terror (s) 

Chris Priestley 
 

5 

 
 

Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief (s) 

Rick Riordan 
 

6 

 
 

Amulet: The Stonekeeper  
(s, gn) 

Kazu Kibuishi  
 

7 

 
 

Journey to the River Sea 
Eva Ibbotson 

 
 

8 

 
 

Coraline 
Neil Gaiman 

 
 

9 

 
 

Northern Lights (s, Y6+) 
Philip Pullman 

 

10 

 
 

The Imaginary 
A F Harrold  

 

11 

 
 

The Arrival 
Shaun Tan 

(Graphic Novel/Wordless) 
 

12 

 
 

Time Travelling  
with a Hamster 
Ross Welford 

13 

 
 

Crater Lake 
Jennifer Killick 

 

 

14 

 
 

Stormbreaker  
(Alex Rider) (s) 

Anthony Horowitz 
 

15 

 
 

The Many Worlds of  
Albie Bright 

Christopher Edge 

16 

 
 

Harry Potter and the 
Chamber of Secrets  (s) 

J.K. Rowling 
 

 

    

    

    

    

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Northern-Lights-His-Dark-Materials/dp/1407130226/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=northen+lights&qid=1600548232&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Crater-Lake-Jennifer-Killick/dp/1913102203/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=crater+lake&qid=1600548351&s=books&sr=1-1


17 

 
 

Millions 
Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

18 

  
 

Street Child 
Berlie Doherty 

 

19 

 
 

Cogheart (s) 

Peter Bunzl 
 

20 

 
 

Room 13 
Robert Swindells 

 

21 

 
 

The Land of Roar (s) 
Jenny McLachlan 

 

22 

 
 

Blackberry Blue and  
Other Fairy Tales 

Jamila Gavin 

23 

 
 

Booked! (y6+) 

Kwame Alexander 
 (Novel in Verse) 

 

24 

 
 

Kensuke’s Kingdom 
Michael Morpurgo 

 
 

25 

 
 

Phoenix 
S.F. Said 

26 

 
 

Letters from the 
Lighthouse 

Emma Carroll 

27 

 
 

Alice’s Adventures  
in Wonderland (s) 

Lewis Carroll 
 

28 

 
 

The Silver Sword 
Ian Serraillier 

 

 

29 

 
 

Artemis Fowl (s) 
Eoin Colfer 

30 

 
 

Monster Slayer 
Brian Patten & Chris Riddell 

(High Interest) 

31 

 
 

Five Children and It (s) 
E. Nesbit 

 

32 

 
 

The Legend of  
Podkin One-Ear (s) 

Kieran Larwood 

    

    

    

    



33 

 
 

Beetle Boy (s) 
M. G. Leonard 

 

34 

 
 

Clockwork 
Philip Pullman 

 

35 

 
 

The Other Side of Truth 
Beverley Naidoo 

 

36 

 
 

Wonder (s) 
R.J. Palacio 

 

37 

 
 

The Borrowers (s) 
Mary Norton 

38 

 
 

Ghost (s) 

Jason Reynolds 
 

39 

 
 

A Series of  
Unfortunate Events (s) 

Lemony Snicket 
 

40 

 
 

A Kid in My Class (p) 
Rachel Rooney 

41 

 
 

The Eighteenth Emergency 
Betsy Byars 

42 

 
 

Overheard in a  
Tower Block (p) 

Joseph Coelho 
 

43 

 
 

Once (s) 
Morris Gleitzman 

44 

 
 

The Wreck of the Zanzibar 
Michael Morpurgo 

 

45 

 
 

Can You See Me? 
Libby Scott &  

Rebecca Westcott 

46 

 
 

Scribbleboy 
Philip Reeve 

47 

 
 

Oranges in No Man’s Land 
Elizabeth Laird 

48 

 
 

A.N.T.I.D.O.T.E. 
Malorie Blackman 

 

    

    

    

    

https://www.worldofbooks.com/the-other-side-of-truth-by-beverley-naidoo-gor001216111.html
https://d3ddkgxe55ca6c.cloudfront.net/assets/t1525928460/a/40/82/186096-ml-1728539.jpg
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wreck-Zanzibar-Michael-Morpurgo/dp/1405233362/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1SMRV6LFQWQUR&dchild=1&keywords=wreck+of+the+zanzibar&qid=1600549252&s=books&sprefix=wreck+of+the+zanz,stripbooks,168&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/N-T-I-D-T-Malorie-Blackman/dp/0552551686/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=antidote+malorie&qid=1600549338&s=books&sr=1-1


49 

 
 

Holes 
Louis Sachar 

 

50 

 
 

The Wizards of Once (s) 
Cressida Cowell 

 

51 

 
 

Rose Blanche (pic) 
Ian McEwan &  

Roberto Innocenti 
 

52 

 
 

The London Eye Mystery (s) 
Siobhan Dowd 

 

53 

 
 

Tom’s Midnight Garden 
Philippa Pearce 

54 

 
 

Truckers 
Terry Pratchett 

55 

 
 

You Are Awesome  (nf) 
Matthew Syed &  

Toby Triumph 

56 

 
 

The Dark is Rising (s) 
Susan Cooper 

 

57 

 
 

Marianne Dreams 
Catherine Storr 

 

 

58 

 
 

Sky Song 
Abi Elphinstone 

59 

 
 

The Wolves of  
Willoughby Chase 

Joan Aiken 
 

60 

 
 

God Beneath the Sea 
Leon Garfield &  
Edward Blishen 

61 

 
 

The Railway Children 
E. Nesbit 

62 

 
 

 Who Let the Gods Out? (s) 
Maz Evans 

 

63 

 
 

The Bubble Boy 
Stewart Foster 

64 

 
 

The Hobbit 
J.R.R. Tolkien 

    

    

    

    



65 

 
 

The Spiderwick  
Chronicles (s) 

Toni DiTerlizzi & Holly Black 
 
 

66 

 
 

101 Poems for Children (p) 
Carol Ann Duffy 

 
 

67 

  
 

When Hitler Stole  
Pink Rabbit (nf) 

Judith Kerr 

68 

 
 

Way Home (pic) 
Libby Hathorn 

 

69 

 
 

The Man Who Walked 
Between the Towers (nf, pic) 

Anna Sewell  
 

70 

 
 

The Skylarks’ War 
Hilary McKay 

71 

 
 

The Boy in the Tower 
Polly Ho-Yen 

72 

 
 

The Missing (nf) 

Michael Rosen  
 

73 

 
 

Nevermoor: The Trials of 
Morrigan Crow (s) 
Jessica Townsend 

 

74 

 
 

Beowulf 
Michael Morpurgo 

75 

 
 

Carrie’s War 
Nina Bawden 

76 

 
 

The Lost Happy Endings (pic) 
Carol Ann Duffy & Jane Ray 

 

77 

 
 

The Last Wild (s) 
Piers Torday 

78 

 
 

 The Journey (pic) 
Alessandro Sanna 

 

79 

 
 

Peter Pan 
J.M. Barrie 

80 

 
 

The Explorer 
Katherine Rundell 

 

    

    

    

    



81 

 
 

Danny the Champion  
of the World 
Roald Dahl 

82 

 
 

Goldfish Boy 
Lisa Thompson 

 

83 

 
 

The Invention of  
Hugo Cabret 
Brian Selznick 

84 

 
 

FArTHER (pic) 
Grahame Baker-Smith 

 

 

85 

 
 

The Ghost of  
Thomas Kempe 
Penelope Lively 

86 

 
 

The Adventures of  
Tintin (s, gn) 

Herge  
 

87 

 
 

Journey (s, wordless pic) 
Aaron Becker 

 

 

88 

 
 

Diary of a Young Girl (nf) 
Anne Frank 

 

89 

 
 

Hot Like Fire (p) 

Valerie Bloom 
 

 

90 

 
 

 High-Rise Mystery (s) 
Sharna Jackson 

 

91 

 
 

Wolf Brother (s) 
Michelle Paver 

 

92 

 
 

Silverfin 
Charlie Higson 

 

 

93 

 
 

The House with  
Chicken Legs 

Sophie Anderson 

94 

 
 

The Highland Falcon Thief 
M.G. Leonard &  
Sam Sedgman 

95 

 
 

Kick 
Mitch Johnson 

 

96 

 
 

Shackleton’s Journey (nf) 
William Grill 

 

 

    

    

    

    

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Danny-Champion-World-Dahl-Fiction/dp/0141365412/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1550856939&sr=1-1&keywords=danny+champion
https://www.amazon.co.uk/FArTHER-Grahame-Baker-Smith/dp/1848771339/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DWCHBIPCRRQI&dchild=1&keywords=farther+grahame+baker+smith&qid=1600548425&s=books&sprefix=FArTHER,stripbooks,166&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Like-Fire-Bind-up-Valerie-Bloom/dp/0747599734/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=hot+like+fire&qid=1600548569&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Highland-Falcon-Thief-Adventures-Trains/dp/1529013062/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=highland+falcon&qid=1600548758&s=books&sr=1-1


97 

 
 

Armistice Runner 
Tom Palmer 

(High Interest) 

98 

 
 

A Wrinkle in Time 
Madeleine D’Engle 

99 

 
 

Pax 
Sara Pennypacker 

100 

 
 

Orphans of the Tide (s) 
Struan Murray 

 

  

                   You can tick the box next to the book cover to show that you have read it.  
 

KEY: (s) = series         (pic) = picture book  (p) = poetry    

       (nf) = non-fiction (gn) = graphic novel  (y6+) = year 6 or older 
 

Please note that although we have most of these books in our school library, you will need to check Libresoft 

first. You can also check Herts Libraries if we don’t have it, or ask Mrs Parr to add it to our wishlist. 
 

Many of these books have fantastic illustrators. However, to fit all the books onto these sheets, we have 

had to omit their names. When browsing fiction on the shelves, you’ll find the book under the initial of the 

author’s surname. 
        

And although we suggested 100 Great Reads, we couldn’t miss these beauties out! 
Swallows and Amazons (s)  Arthur Ransome   Adventure, Boats, Exploring 

Brightstorm (s)   Vashti Hardy    Adventure, Fantasy, Journeys, Families 

The Light Jar   Lisa Thompson    Real Life, Families, Friendship 

The Storm Keeper’s Island (s)  Catherine Doyle   Fantasy, Magic, Ireland 

What a Waste (nf)   Jess French    Environment, Recycling 

Football Heroes (nf,s)   Matt & Tom Oldfield  Football, Biography 

Ella on the Outside   Cath Howe   Real Life, Bullying, Friendship 

Gaslight   Eloise Williams   Historical Fiction, Mystery 

The Boy who Sailed the Ocean in an Armchair      Lara Williamson  Mystery, Families 
The Messenger Bird   Ruth Easton   Mystery, Crime, WW2, Families 

The Girl of Ink and Stars   Kiran Millwood Hargrave  Fantasy, Journeys, Maps 

The Phantom Tollbooth  Justin Somper   Fantasy, Adventure, Journeys 

The Graveyard Book   Neil Gaiman   Ghosts, Crime, Fantasy, Humour 

The Prisoner of Azkaban (s)  J.K. Rowling   Fantasy, Magic, Friendship, Adventure 

The Girl Who Speaks Bear  Sophie Anderson   Fantasy, Families, Russia 

Women in Science: 50 famous pioneers who changed the world (nf)     Rachel Ignotofsky      Science, Biographies, Women 

The Song from Somewhere Else  AF Harrold & Levi Pinfold  Fantasy, Friendship, Bullying, Families, Music 

The Doomspell (s)   Cliff McNish   Fantasy, Magic 

No Ballet Shoes in Syria   Catherine Bruton   Ballet, Refugees, UK 

The Star Outside My Window   Onjali Rauf    Real Life, Families, Fostering 

Tin   Padraig Kenny   Science Fiction, Robots, Adventure 

A Pinch of Magic (s)   Michelle Harrison   Fantasy, Magic, Adventure 

The Train to Impossible Places (s) P.G. Bell    Fantasy, Trains 

The Girl Who Stole an Elephant  Nizrana Farook   Elephants, Jungle 

Malamander   Thomas Taylor   Fantasy, Adventure, Mystery 

Running on the Roof of the World Jess Butterworth   Adventure, Journeys, Himalayas, China 

A Dangerous Game (High Interest) Malorie Blackman  Adventure, Bullying, Friendship, Sickle Cell 

Dead Man’s Cove (Laura Marlin s) Lauren St John   Mystery, Families, Detective, Kidnapping 

Our Castle by the Sea   Lucy Strange   WW2, Lighthouses, Families 

Rooftoppers   Katherine Rundell  Adventure, Families, Friendship, Paris 

Mold and the Poison Plot   Lorraine Gregory   Adventure, Fantasy 

 
   

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wrinkle-Time-Puffin-Book/dp/0141354933/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=wrinkle+in+time&qid=1600547942&s=books&sr=1-1

